
Masses this Week 

Tuesday, August 22 - THE QUEENSHIP OF THE                                      

                         BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

   5:00 p.m.  + Manuel & Sabina Lobao - Ricardina Fiuza 

    + Norman Bilodeau - Stan & Marjorie Bolger 

    + Ronald Whalen - Linda Melo 

    + Frank Hall - Ralph & Bonnie O’Brien 

Wednesday, August 23 

   8:00 a.m. + Neil Byrne - Knights of Columbus # 2184 

Thursday, August 24 - St. Bartholomew 

  5:00 p.m.  + Teresa Moniz - Antonio Moniz 

Friday, August 25 

  8:00 a.m. + Maria & John Lokos – The Kovac Family  

Saturday, August 26 

  5:00 p.m. - Sung Mass   

   + Teresa Moniz - The Vonderlinden Family 

   + Deacon William Stelfemeier - Mike Chaves  

   + Eduino Francisco - Rosa Francisco & Family 

   + Rosa Vieira - Rosa Martins 

   + Urbino Manuel Conde - Maria Pereira 

Sunday, August 27 – THE 21st SUNDAY IN OT 

  8:00 a.m. - Said Mass at the Altar of Our Lady 

  9:00 a.m. - Sung Mass - Angelo Castro - Irene Castro & Family 

11:00 a.m. - Sung Mass - Pro populo 

Liturgical Ministers -  August 26 & 27 

  5:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeters 
D. Dal Bello 

Vol. Needed 

Vol. Needed 

Vol. Needed 

M. Dwyer 

M. Ryan 

Lectors   L1 

                L2 

P. Cooper 

B. Miller 

A. Jamieson 

D. Wylie 

R. St. Cartier 

J. St. Cartier 

Communion 
B. Raghubar 

W. Koluk 

B. Sousa 

A. Sousa 

T. Cabral 

V. Umolac 

This Week In Our Parish 
 

Tuesday, August 22 

  5:30 p.m. - Holy Spirit Prayer Community (Church) 

Friday, August 25 

  8:30 a.m. - Adoration (Benediction 9:30 a.m.) 

  Saturday, August 26 

  4 - 4:30 p.m. – Confessions (Church)  

The Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Offertory 

Envelope Contributions Last Week 

Loose  Collection 

Total Collection – Thank you 

$3,554.70 

$  460.27 

$4,014.97 

 

If you are visiting today, 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish welcomes you. 
Please observe a reverent silence - 

talk to God before Mass and to each other after Mass - 

and please ensure that all mobile devices are switched off or silenced 

to avoid distracting others in prayer. 

Preparing For Next Week 

Isaiah 22 : 15, 19 - 23  ;  Psalm 138;    

Romans 11: 33 - 36 ;   Matthew 16: 13 - 20 

Diocesan Prayer Calendar 

Mon. Aug 21 Rev. James Curtin 

Tues. Aug 22 Rev. Michael Sullivan 

Wed. Aug 23 Married Couples 

Thurs. Aug 24 Rev. Francis Trzupek 

Fri. Aug 25 Rev. Michael McHugh 

Sat. Aug 26 Most Rev. Daniel Miehm, D.D. 

 

Canadian Food for Children 
Throughout the month of August, the CWL will be collect-

ing soap and laundry detergent for CFFC.  Washing with 
soap decreases skin infections, diarrhea and pneumonia.  Be-

ing clean also allows a person to live with dignity and self-
esteem.  All donations may be placed in the Canadian Food 

for Children box located in the narthex of the church.   
Thank you. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Children’s Liturgy will resume on Sunday, September 

10th during the 11:00 a.m. Mass.   Children ages JK to Grade 
2 are encouraged to attend.  Location:  Parish Hall.  The Chil-

dren’s Liturgy Committee is in pressing need of volunteers 
over the age of 16.  This is a wonderful opportunity to assist 

children from junior kindergarten to grade two in joyfully 
knowing the Lord by accepting His word at a level they can 

understand. This volunteer position is also a great way to 
accumulate high school volunteer hours. If you would like to 

be a volunteer and help with the Children’s Liturgy, please 
call Bonnie O’Brien at 519-740-2735.   A resource manual 

and training is provided by the Diocese and the Parish. 

Choral Group Information Session 
A Choral group information session will be held at St. Pat-
rick’s Church at 7 pm on Thursday, September 7. The 

session will be hosted by Stephanie Burgoyne, the new Music 
Director for St. Patrick’s Parish,  and Marion Alexander.  The 

session should run for approximately one hour. 
 The session is strictly to provide information as to 

what a Choral group might look like, clarify the involvement 
of potential members and to summarize what such a group 

might be able to add to liturgical celebrations at St. Patrick’s 
Parish. Those interested in attending the session will not be 

required to join or make a commitment to the Choral group.  
 All interested members of St. Patrick’s Parish are 

welcome to come and participate in the session. Thanking 
everyone in advance for joining us. 



August 20, 2017 

Being Radical: 

Choosing To Live Within 

The Context Of Creation 
It is said that old heresies never die; they just keep coming 

back in different forms. There is truth to this and I find it re-
vealed in the pervasive spirit of Gnosticism present in our 

culture and time - specifically, Gnosticism’s denial of nature 
and creation. Historically, Gnosticism was a blending of as-

pects of Christianity, philosophy, and Eastern mystery reli-
gions that challenged the orthodox faith in its first centuries. 

Gnosticism highlighted secret knowledge as key to salvation 
as well as denigrating what it saw as the shackle or prison of 

creation and the physical body. The early Church had to an-
swer the distortions of Gnosticism and it did so by maintain-
ing the continuity of the same God revealed in the Old and 

New Testaments and holding to the profound truth of the 
incarnation. 

 Now, jump ahead to America in 2017. It seems a 
contradiction and an irony that in a time that prides itself on 

being increasingly “ecologically conscious” we find the re-
emergence of the gnostic temptation of denigrating and flee-

ing creation but this, I would propose, is exactly what is hap-
pening. We find this temptation to flee the “confines” of crea-

tion all around us. For example, we see trends in body modi-
fication from large tattoos to the extremes of plastic surgery 

and body building. There's also the felt need for a plethora of 
distinctions in gender identification (apparently the biological 

stamp of “male” and “female” no longer suffices and gender 
can be determined distinct from biology and creation). In ad-

dition, we see the temptation to play God and use advances 
in technology and scientific understanding to craft babies to 

our liking. What is common in all of these (and many more) 
seeming disparate social trends? I would argue that one ele-
ment held in common is the gnostic trend to seek to flee the 

confines of creation. 
 In this context what then is the Christian to do? Be 

radical; make the choice to live within the reality of nature. 
Here is a point to reflect upon: for those who participate and 

pray the Liturgy of the Hours, look through your Breviary 
and notice how many of the opening songs of morning and 

evening prayer refer to creation and grace. You'll discover 
that the two are not opposed. This is the genius of Christiani-

ty on display and the prayer of the Church is teaching us an 
essential truth. Grace does not abolish creation nor does it 

overcome it; grace sustains creation, peacefully enters within 
it to heal and work with it. Creation is not to be fled from 

but rather embraced because within the very “confines” of 
creation, God’s grace is at work and to be found. Any at-

tempt to flee creation is based on error and confusion.   
 With all that said, what does it mean to be radical 
and actually seek to live within the reality of creation? Here 

are some suggestions: 
*Accept yourself for who you are and others for who they 

are. Throughout Scripture we are reminded again and again 
that God is the creator and that God loves his creation. That 

includes you, me and every other person. Yes, there is the 
reality of sin and our need for a saviour but the saviour has 

come and his healing grace is offered. Allow God’s gentle 

grace to work in your life. Part of living with this gentle grace,  
I believe, is to not give in to the common temptation to affix 

a label to oneself or others. The human person is an ever-
dynamic mystery; labels cut off mystery. Be willing to live in 

this mystery and trust that God is at work. 
*Celebrate the sacraments. Sacraments reveal in an utterly 

unique way the reality of grace working through creation and 
not opposed to creation. Learn the wisdom of the sacra-

ments not in an attempt to “figure it out” but rather to live in 
the mystery and through them to be brought to deeper un-

derstanding. 
*Develop a mature understanding of Scripture, especially the Gos-

pels. Gone are the days when Christians could get by on leav-
ing the Scriptures to the “professionals”. A part of every day 

should be spent with the Scriptures, particularly the Gospels. 
Notice how creation plays a major part throughout the Gos-
pel story, i.e. Jesus walking on water, the star of Bethlehem, 

Jesus teaching on the lilies of the field, Jesus and the disciples 
walking on the road, the bread and wine used for the last 

supper – the list could go on and on. 
*Fast. Hunger has a way of clarifying priorities and through 

fasting we are quickly reminded that we are embodied beings. 
*Develop healthy friendships. True and healthy friendships, 

though rare, are a gift from God. Friendship helps to anchor 
us in ourselves and in our world. 

*Turn off the TV and social media. Entertainment and social 
media certainly have their place and can be beneficial tools in 

helping to enlighten and educate the human spirit, but my 
experience has shown when not used in a measured and bal-

anced way they quickly lead to isolation, superficial relation-
ships and a chronic cynicism which stunts maturity and can 

become a besetting sin. 
*Enjoy nature. Creation gives glory to the Creator. Creation 
also teaches, gives insight and enables us to gain perspective.  

*Practice humility and through this practice realize that we are 
part of something much bigger than ourselves.  

 Not long ago I was out for a walk in the mountains, 
coming over a rise I was met by a herd of at least eight deer 

peacefully and calmly grazing in a field and drinking water 
from a stream. They noticed me but rather than seeming 

startled and bounding away they calmly moved off into the 
woods. It was a beautiful sight and a gift. Like the deer that 

yearns for running streams so my soul thirsts for you my 
God. 

 Creation is not to be fled from. Be radical and 
choose to live within the context of creation.  https://

www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/being-radical-choosing-to-live-within-the-context-of-

creation/2231/ 


