
This Week In Our Parish 
Monday, December 19 

  7:30 p.m. – Knights of Columbus Meeting (Parish Hall)    

Tuesday, December 20 

  4 - 4:45 p.m. – Confessions (Church)    

  5:30 p.m. - Holy Spirit Prayer Community (Church) 

Thursday, December 22 

   4 - 4:45 p.m. – Confessions (Church) 

Saturday, December 24 

   4 - 4:30 p.m. – Confessions (Church)   

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Preparing For Next Week 

Isaiah 62: 11 - 12 ;  Psalm 97;    

Titus 3: 4 - 7;   Luke 2: 15 - 20 

 

If you are visiting today, 

 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish welcomes you. 
Please take your bulletins home with you.  We request that you do not 

leave bulletins and other items in the pews.  Many thanks. 

Masses this Week 

 

Tuesday, December 20 

   5:00 p.m.  + Michael & Maria Santa - The Kovac Family 

    + Rosemarie Bevan - Annette Mormino 

    + Luigi Renna - Giuseppe Corvaglia & Family 

    + Betty Bolger - Stan & Marjorie Bolger 

Wednesday, December 21 

   8:00 a.m. + Thomas O’Brien - Hazel O’Brien 

Thursday, December 22 

   5:00 p.m.  + Rosemarie Bevan - Sue & Gail 

Friday, December 23 

   8:00 a.m. + Antonio Moura – Emilia Moura  

Saturday, December 24 -  

THE VIGIL OF THE  NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

   5:00 p.m. - preceded by Nativity Play 

   7:00 p.m. 

 10:00 p.m.  - (Incense will be used) 

Sunday, December 25 -      

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

 10:00 a.m. - (Incense will be used) 

2017 Offering Envelopes 
2017 offering envelopes are now available in the parish hall 
for pick up.  If you do not have offering envelopes and would 

like a set, please complete a parish registration form.  You 
may also choose the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) dona-

tion option.  EFT forms are located in the narthex of the 
church. 

Christmas Overflow Parking 
Overflow parking for Christmas Masses is available in the 

parking lot at the corner of Wellington and Main Streets, be-
hind City Hall off of Cambridge Street and across from the 

David Durward Centre (Beverly and Dixon Streets). 

St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Mass Times 
 

Christmas Eve - Saturday, Dec. 24th 

  5:00 pm (preceded by the Nativity play) 
  7:00 pm  

10:00 pm (Incense will be used) 
 

Christmas Day - Sunday, Dec. 25th 
10:00 am - only (Incense will be used) 

Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God 
 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God, commemorates the divine 
motherhood of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Mother of our Lord and God, 

Jesus Christ.  This is a Holy Day of 
Obligation for Catholics. 

 Masses will be offered at St. 
Patrick’s Parish on New Year’s 

Eve, Saturday, December 31st, 
at 5 p.m. and on New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 

1st, at 8, 9 & 11 a.m. 

Children’s Nativity Play 
Before the beginning of the 5 pm Christmas Eve Mass, the 
children of St. Patrick’s Parish will be presenting the Nativity 

Play.  Children ages 3 to 7 years of age will be asked to come 
to the front of the church and listen to the Christmas Story 

which will be narrated by children in the parish.  Parents, 
please encourage your children to come forward when the 

announcement is made. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Confessions are heard every Saturday from 4 - 4:30 pm or by 

appointment. Additional confessions will also be heard in our 
parish on Tuesday, December 20th and on Thursday, Decem-

ber 22nd from 4 - 4:45 pm.  

Adult & Youth Sunday Missals & Calendars 
2016 - 2017 Sunday Missals for Adults and Youth as well as 
2017 Calendars are available for purchase at $5 each in the 
narthex of the church while supplies last.  Place your dona-

tion in the box.  Please bring  exact change.  Thank you. 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
St. Patrick’s Parish has an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 

donation option.  EFT registration forms are located in the 
narthex for those persons currently not registered for this 
convenient option and who may wish to do so. 



Diocesan Prayer Calendar 

Mon., Dec 19 Rev. James Link 

Tues., Dec 20 Rev. Michael McHugh 

Wed., Dec 21 Consecrated Men & Women 

Thurs., Dec 22 Rev. Michael Sullivan 

Fri., Dec 23 Rev. Jerry Punnassery, C.M.I. 

Sat., Dec 24 Rev. Jeff Bergsma 

December 18, 2016 

Euthanasia/Assisted Suicide - Did You Know?  
The Government of Canada passed legislation in June 2016, 

legalizing euthanasia/assisted suicide. Despite wording intend-
ed to protect doctors and facilities, the College of Physicians 

and Surgeons of Ontario is forcing health care workers to 
arrange for the killing of their patients. No other country 

does this. Provinces across Canada do not do this. Yet, On-
tario refuses to protect doctors who object to ending the life 

of their patients. Please visit www.CanadiansforConsicence.ca 
to learn more and write directly to your elected Member of 

Provincial Parliament. 

Hearing The Call To A 

Vocation To Serve The Church? 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife... When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him.” Are you willing to respond as 

Joseph did? If God is calling you to be a priest, deacon, broth-
er or sister, contact Fr. Michael King, Director of Vocations 

and Priestly Formation, Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988 
or email at mking@hamiltondiocese.com  

Televised Christmas Midnight Mass 
His Excellency Bishop Douglas Crosby will celebrate Midnight 

Mass at the Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King, Hamilton. 
The Mass will be preceded by carols from the Cathedral be-
ginning at 11:30 p.m. on Saturday, December 24th.  The carol 

service and Midnight Mass will be televised on Salt  Light, 
Canada’s Catholic broadcaster. 

Using the Door by the Choir 
Baby, it’s cold outside…In consideration of our musicians and 

choir, please do not exit by the choir door if you are leaving 
mass before the end of the final hymn.   Should you find it 

necessary to leave the church 
before the final hymn has con-

cluded, please exit through the 
main doors of the church.  

Thank you. 

Please Observe a  

Reverent Silence in Church 
Talk to God before Mass – and talk to each other after Mass 

– and please ensure that all mobile devices are switched off 
to avoid distracting others who are in prayer.  Children are 

most welcome.  The narthex or the parish hall should be 
used as a crying room if needed.    Thank you. 

The Prayer After Communion  
“And their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him” (Luke 24:31). The Church celebrates the Eucharist with 
eyes opened wide in recognition of Christ her Lord and 

Bridegroom. The priest introduces the Prayer After Com-
munion as he did the Collect at the beginning of Mass, saying, 

“Let us pray.” The assembly responds in a brief but intense 
silent prayer. The priest then prays in the name of all for the 

fruits of the mystery just celebrated: healing of mind and 
body, the forgiveness of sins, the protection of God, and 

strength to go forward in holiness. The people seal the pray-
er with their Amen. Brief announcements may follow, pre-

pared in advance and made in such a way as to foster the cli-
mate of reverence and joy that should characterize the Mass 

from beginning to end.  
 In a final greeting, “The Lord be with you,” the priest 
wishes the people the abiding presence of Christ. The people 

in turn acknowledge the gift of grace that is his for the service 
of the Church: “And with your spirit.” The blessing follows. 

During Lent a Prayer Over the People may precede it; on 
festive occasions a more solemn formula may be used.  Taken 

from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

The First 

Christmas Crèche 
Francis of Assisi created the first 

“crèche,” which we often find 
under the Christmas tree. Here is 

how this tradition began:  At the 
end of 1223, Francis was in Grec-

cio, Italy. His friend, a nobleman 
named Giovanni di Velita, had given the friars a grotto (cave) 

in the mountain and Francis had transformed it into a her-
mitage. That year, Francis told the Lord of his desire to cele-

brate Christmas in the grotto and to install a manger in it. “I 
want to evoke the memory of the Child of Bethlehem. I want 

to see Him with my own eyes, as He was, lying in a manger 
and sleeping on the hay between the ox and the donkey.” 

 All the inhabitants of Greccio and the hermits from 
the area came in large numbers to accompany Francis and to 
assist by torchlight at Midnight Mass. The forest was as illumi-

nated as in broad daylight. The Mass was celebrated with the 
manger as the altar. Francis assisted the priest as a deacon 

and spoke so well to the crowd of the birth of Jesus and of 
the true meaning of Christmas that everyone was filled with 

great joy. 
 The legend relates the vision that Francis had of a 

young child lying asleep in the manger. Francis came and ten-
derly took the infant in his arms. Then, the baby awoke and 

smiled at Francis. 
 The following year, the inhabitants of Greccio re-

membered that marvelous Christmas night with great admira-
tion. That year, they reconstructed the scene of Jesus’ birth 

in grottoes or stables throughout the whole region. Thus 
began the tradition of the Christmas crèche and from Grec-

cio it quickly spread throughout the world.  Taken from the 
Franciscans of Canada http://www.ofmqc.ca 

http://www.canadiansforconsicence.ca

