
This Week In Our Parish 
    

Tuesday, December 27 

   5:30 p.m. - Holy Spirit Prayer Community (Church) 

Saturday, December 31 

   4 - 4:30 p.m. – Confessions (Church)   

Sunday, January 1 

  10:00 a.m. - Coffee Social (Parish Hall) 

The Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord 

Preparing For Next Week 

Numbers 6: 22 - 27 ;  Psalm 67;    

Galatians 4: 4 - 7;   Luke 2: 16 - 21 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.” 

 

(John 3:16) 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are visiting today, 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish welcomes you. 

Masses this Week 

 

Tuesday, December 27 - St. John 

   5:00 p.m.  + Luis DaCosta - Maria DaCosta 

    + Saverio & Angelo Mirabelli - Maria Mirabelli 

    Intentions of Philip - A Friend 

    In Thanksgiving - C.M. 

Wednesday, December 28 - The Holy Innocents 

   8:00 a.m. + Francine Roy - Tom & Ros Duggan 

Thursday, December 29 

   5:00 p.m.  + Nelson Couto - The Family 

Friday, December 30 - The Holy Family of Jesus 

   8:00 a.m. + Linda Cino – Carl & Donna Anderton  

Saturday, December 31 -  

THE VIGIL OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

   5:00 p.m. - Sung Mass 

Sunday, January 1 -      

THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

  8:00 a.m. - Said Mass at the Altar of Our Lady 

  9:00 a.m. - Sung Mass  

11:00 a.m. - Sung Mass (Incense will be used) 

2017 Offering Envelopes 
2017 offering envelopes are now available in the parish hall 
for pick up.  If you do not have offering envelopes and would 

like a set, please complete a parish registration form.  You 
may also choose the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) dona-

tion option.  EFT forms are located in the narthex of the 
church. 

St. Patrick’s Supper & Movie 

Night 
 

Date:     Saturday, January 14 
Time:    6:00 p.m. 

Place:    Parish Hall 
A light supper will follow the 5 p.m. Mass.  

The movie, “The African Queen,” will 
begin at 6:45 p.m.    

 

As the First World War begins to spread across Africa, a 

missionary spinster (Katherine Hepburn) teams up with a 
Canadian riverboat captain (Humphrey Bogart) to destroy a 

large German gunboat that threatens to stop the advance of 
allied forces. What begins as a less than ideal relationship 

soon evolves into love and respect. Please plan to join us. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, commemorates the 
divine motherhood of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of our 

Lord and God, Jesus Christ.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation 
for Catholics.  A mass of celebration will take place at St. Pat-

rick’s Parish on New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31st, at 
5 p.m. and on New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1st, at 8, 9 & 

11 a.m. 

Coffee Social 
All are welcome to join us.  We invite you to stay after the  
9 a.m. mass on Sunday, January 1st for our coffee social in 

the Parish Hall.  This is an ideal time to come together to 
renew existing friendships and to form new ones.  A special 

invitation is extended to new parishioners who would like to 
get better acquainted with St. Patrick’s Parish community.   

Fr. Bill, Deacon Terry 

and all St. Patrick’s Parish staff 

wish you a blessed and 

happy Christmas. 

Liturgical Ministers -  Dec 31 & Jan 1 

  5:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeters 
C. Camara 
G. Thompson 

D. Kennedy 

C. Gregorasz 

Vol. Needed 

Vol. Needed 

Lectors   L1 

                L2 

P. Cooper 

 

A. Jamieson 

D. Wylie 

R. St. Cartier 

J. St. Cartier 

Communion 
B. Raghubar 

W. Koluk 

K. Wylie 

B. Sousa 

R. O’Brien 

B. O’Brien 



December 25, 2016 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
The celebration of the Epiphany 

of the Lord will take place at St. 
Patrick’s Parish on Saturday, 

January 8th at 5 pm (incense 
will be used) and on Sunday, 

January 9th at 8, 9 and 11 am 
(incense will be used at the 11 am mass only).  The word 

Epiphany is from a Greek word meaning “appearance or man-
ifestation.”  After being made known to the shepherds of 

Bethlehem, Christ is revealed to the Magi who have come 
from the East to adore Him.  A popular axiom says, “Wise 

men (and women) still seek him.”  Today, we no longer need 
to travel far to find Jesus, for Christ is always present in his 

Church, especially in her liturgical celebrations.  He is present 
in the Sacrifice of the Mass, not only in the person of his min-

ister, but especially in the Eucharistic species.  By his power 
he is present in the sacraments so that when anybody baptiz-
es, it is really Christ himself who baptizes.  He is present in 

his word since it is he himself who speaks when the holy 
Scriptures are read in the Church.  Lastly, he is present when 

the Church prays and sings, for he has promised ‘where two 
or three are gathered together in my name there am I in the 

midst of them’ (c.f. CCC 1088). 

The Earthiness of Christmas 
Christmas means many things, but, at its heart, lies the con-
cept of the incarnation, namely, the idea that God takes on 

human flesh, a human body, becomes physical. At Christmas, 
“the word was made flesh.” 

 That’s significant for many reasons. Among other 
things, the fact that God is born into our material world and 

takes on a human body blesses and sanctifies the physical 
world and our own bodies. It also assures us that we can find 

meaning and salvation without having to denigrate either our 
bodies or the physical world. 

 This is clear in the Christmas message and is taught 
explicitly in the way in which Jesus is born. His birth was real, 

physical, earthy, and, like all human births, messy. 
 We don’t often allow ourselves to think like that. 
Mostly we idealize and spiritualize the birth of Jesus so as to 

imagine it as privileged, somehow miraculous, and thus re-
moved from the mess, blood, smells, and brute physicality of 

normal human birth. But, as scripture assures us, Jesus was 
fully human in every way and that means too that he was 

born through the pain, mess, and earthiness of normal child-
birth, complete with all that attends that – blood, messy af-

terbirth, the need for washing. 
 Moreover, scripture tells us that Jesus was not born 

in a cathedral, with the sweet smell of incense perfuming the 
air, stained-glass windows providing a special light, or soft 

organ music intimating the presence of the sacred. Indeed he 
wasn’t even born in a hospital, where modern medicine and 

sanitation help cover the mess and the smells of childbirth. 
The gospels tell us instead that he was born in a barn and 

then laid into an animals’ feeding trough. 
 Contemporary biblical scholarship nuances this 
somewhat by telling us that we don’t really know exactly 

where Jesus was born and that the gospel writers don’t nec-
essarily want us to believe that he was born in a barn and 

physically placed in a manger. But the gospels do want us to 
take those symbols seriously, and that still makes the point: 

Jesus’ birth is placed inside a stable because, among other 
things, barns don’t look like cathedrals and animals don’t 

smell like incense. There’s a brute earthiness to a barn, smells 
you don’t get in church. As for the manger, the feeding 

trough, well, that makes sense too, given that Jesus will tell us 
that his “flesh is food for the life of the world”. If one of the 

main purposes of Jesus’ life is to end up as food, as Eucharist, 
on a table (we call an altar), shouldn’t he be born in a feeding 

trough? The wood of the manger and the wood of the altar 
are one and the same, feeding tables, both of them.  But it’s 

difficult for us both to imagine and to accept how truly physi-
cal, earthy, and messy all of this really is. Everyone struggles 
with this, conservatives and liberals alike: Conservatives are 

forever wanting to make Jesus’ actual physical birth a miracu-
lous event, with Mary delivering Jesus in some privileged way 

so that there isn’t at his birth the normal groaning, blood, and 
mess of childbirth. Liberals don’t fare much better. They’re 

forever trying to turn the event of Jesus’ birth into something 
more symbolic than physical (which then, like the conserva-

tives’ miracle, doesn’t have any real blood). 

The same is true for most World 
Religions. Invariably salvation is 

seen as an escape from the flesh, 
an escape from the physical, an 

escape from dirt, an escape from 
mess, all done in the name of the 

spiritual. The way to God, in most religious traditions and in 
most ordinary imaginations, involves escaping the physical and 

frowning upon mess. 
 But that’s not the way of Christianity, as the birth of 

Jesus makes plain. In the incarnation, Christmas, God enters 
the world, becomes physical, and by doing that, assures us 

that the spiritual does not set itself against the physical, that 
the sacred is not antithetical to the smells of the human body, 

and that God is not just found in churches and in places that 
are clean and reverent. The old moral dualisms – the spiritual 

against the physical, the clean against the messy – break down 
in the incarnation. 
 What Christmas teaches us is that God is as much 

domestic as monastic, a God of the body as well as of the 
soul, a God who is found in barns as well as in churches, in 

kitchens as well as in cathedrals. 
 Among the many things we celebrate at Christmas 

therefore is the sacredness of our own lives, in all their physi-
cality. What’s made holy by Jesus’ birth? Most everything 

that’s physical: nature, our homes, our kitchens, our work-
places, our barns, our restaurants, our bars, our sports facili-

ties, and, not least, our own bodies, including sex and the way 
babies are born. 

 Spirit too, of course, is blessed and made holy by the 
incarnation, but the Word was already spiritual. At Christ-

mas, it “was made flesh.” ronrolheiser.com/the-earthiness-of-christmas/ 


