
The Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This Week In Our Parish 

Monday, August 12 

12:30 p.m. - OCDS Meeting (Parish Hall) 

Wednesday, August 14 

  8:30 - 9:00 a.m. – Confessions (Church)  

Friday, August 16 

  8:30 a.m. - Adoration (Benediction 9:30 a.m.) 

Saturday, August 17 

  3:45 - 4:30 p.m. – Confessions (Church)  

 

 

 

 

 

If you are visiting today, 
 

St. Patrick’s Parish welcomes you. 
Please observe a reverent silence - 

talk to God before Mass and to each other after Mass - 

and please ensure that all mobile devices are switched off or silenced 

to avoid distracting others in prayer. 

Children are most welcome.  The narthex or the parish hall 

should be used as a crying room if needed.  Thank you. 

Masses this Week 
Tuesday, August 13 

  5:00 p.m.  + Norberto & Odilia Branco - Maria Branco 

   + Mariana Tavares - Emilia Moura 

   + Brian Dooling - Donna Dooling 

Wednesday, August 14 - St. Maximilian Kolbe 

  8:00 a.m. Intentions of Luis & Antonetta Vaz - anniversary 

Thursday, August 15 - The Assumption 

  5:00 p.m.  + Patrick Reidy - Cindy & Pat 

Friday, August 16 

  8:00 a.m.  Intentions of Tim & Jane Farley– Valeria Kovac 

Saturday, August 17 

  5:00 p.m. - Sung Mass   

   + Maria Batista - The Batista & Francisco Families  

   + Suicide Victims - Mike Chaves 

   + Antonietta Bernardo Recine - Yolanda Recine 

   + Roger Mendonca - Maria Silva 

   + Luis DaCosta - Maria DaCosta 

Sunday, August 18 –  20th SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME 

  8:00 a.m. - Said Mass at the Altar of Our Lady 

  9:00 a.m. - Sung Mass + Janko & Barka Drazenovic & Family 

11:00 a.m. - Sung Mass - Pro populo 

Offertory 

Envelope Contributions Last Week 

Loose  Collection 

Total Collection – Thank you 

$3,720.00 

  $  661.00 

$4,381.00 

Preparing For Next Week 

Jeremiah 38: 4 - 6, 8 - 10 ;   Psalm 40 ;   

Hebrews 12: 1 - 4 ;  Luke 12: 49– 53 

Diocesan Prayer Calendar 

Mon. Aug 12 Rev. Yvon Paquin, O.H. 

Tues., Aug 13 Rev. Charles Galea 

Wed., Aug 14 Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 

Thurs., Aug 15 Rev. Ambroise Tshiaba Ntumba 

Fri., Aug 16 Rev. Archange Kebe 

Sat., Aug 17 Rev. Tony O’Dell, O.M.I. 

Liturgical Ministers -  August 17 & 18 

  5:00 p.m. 9:00 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Greeters 
G. Camara 

Vol Needed 
A. Sousa 
Vol. Needed 

D. Kennedy 

Vol. Needed 

Lectors   L1 

                L2 

B. Miller 

Vol. Needed 

D. Wylie 

A. Jamieson 

J. Frias 

B. O’Brien 

Communion 
A. Miller 
C. McArthur 

S. Braga 

K. Wylie 

P. Grummett 

V. Umila 

For information about diocesan workshops and events, please visit:   
 

https://hamiltondiocese.com 

An Invitation to 

Altar Service Ministry 
Serving at the altar, says Pope Francis, is 

a privileged way to draw closer to Jesus, 
which in turn "enables you to open 

yourselves to others." St. Patrick’s Par-
ish is appealing to youth, grades 3 and 

up, who have received the Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Eucharist to be altar 

servers.  The role of altar server is to assist the priest at 
Mass. If you have heard the call to altar server ministry you 

are asked to please contact Fr. Ross before or after mass.  All 
training and vestments are provided.  A warm welcome 

awaits all those who respond. 

SVDP Pantry In Need Of Food 

For The Summer Months 
During the summer months food donations to the SVDP pan-

try decline, but the need for food support does not.  Food 
donations may be placed in the SVDP box located in the nar-

thex of the church or 
may be dropped off at 

the parish office during 
weekday office hours.  

There is a continuing to 
need for: boxed cereal, 

juice boxes, fruit cups, 
applesauce, and pasta 

sauce.  As always, the 
SVDP Society is grateful 

for your continued and generous support.  



August 11, 2019 

Saint Thomas, the Apostle, gets a bit of a bad rap as 

‘doubting’ Thomas, a term is that needs a bit of refining : To 
‘doubt’ in the theological sense requires that one first have 

truth revealed to them, that they have accepted that truth 
with divine and supernatural faith, and then have allowed that 

faith to wither, to some degree. In the strict sense, ‘doubt’ is 
a sin against the virtue of faith.  As the Catechism puts it:  

Voluntary doubt about the faith disregards or refuses to hold as 
true what God has revealed and the Church proposes for belief. 

Involuntary doubt refers to hesitation in believing, difficulty in over-
coming objections connected with the faith, or also anxiety aroused 

by its obscurity. If deliberately cultivated doubt can lead to spiritual 
blindness. (CCC 2088). 

 This follows from the nature of supernatural faith, 
which a future Thomas would define as an act of the intellect 

assenting to the divine truth by command of the will moved by God 
through grace (cf., CCC, 155; ST, II-II, q.2, a.9).  The last 
phrase of that definition is key here:  We believe primarily 

not because it ‘makes sense’ to us, but rather because of the 
authority of the One Who reveals, God Himself.  We can 

and should doubt in natural faith, wherein the formal object of 
our belief is some fallible human authority.  But to doubt 

God?  Cardinal Newman, who thought much of the nature of 
faith in his own spiritual journey, wrote that ten thousand diffi-

culties do not make one doubt.  We can question, ponder, ana-
lyze, mull over, struggle with any number of the articles of 

faith, especially the ‘hard’ cases of evil, suffering, salvation, the 
Eucharist, and so on, but we cannot, or at least should 

not, doubt. 
 Thomas refused to believe his fellow Apostles when 

they declared that they had seen the living Christ, still with 
the marks of His brutal and death by torture and crucifixion. 

Thomas wanted empirical proof, to put his hands and fingers 
in the very wounds. 

adore the sacred Host and Blood as they are elevated by the 

priest after the consecration at Mass. 
 There is no evidence the Apostle actually touches 

Christ, and really there was no need for him to do so, for 
faith is a supernatural gift, bestowed on us by God, and not 

the fruit of some scientific or empirical verification.  Sure 
enough, such so-called motiva credibilitatis, motives of credibil-

ity, as miracles, visions, prophecies, proofs and so on, can 
lead us to faith, or help bolster our faith, but they cannot be 

faith itself. (cf., CCC 156) 
 Emile Zola, an anti-Christian atheist in France, in the 

late nineteenth century witnessed a cure of a young woman 
ravaged by lupus at Lourdes; her face, as he himself described, 

a suppurating mass of decaying flesh and blood.  When she 
came out of the spring, the woman was completely cured, a 

biblical-esque miracle. Yet Zola refused to believe, positing 
some sort of ‘scientific’ explanation. Even a formerly dead-
man walking around with the scars of crucifixion could, in 

theory, or at least in attempt, be explained away by one of 
Zola’s materialistic and atheistic a priori disposition, who fill 

our universities, schools and media. 
In the end, faith is not just an intellectual act, but rather a 

fruit of our relationship with Jesus Christ, the mediator Who 
brings Man to God.  Our faith in Him and His word should be 

unfailing, for it relies ultimately not on our power, but the 
grace of God.  As Blaise Pascal put it: For one with faith, no 

reasons are necessary, and for one without faith, no reasons will 
suffice.  Thomas the Apostle would be filled with faith, bring-

ing this gift to countless thousands quite literally to the ‘ends 
of the earth’. Be no longer faithless, but faithful.  For a life with-

out faith is a life without hope, without joy, really, a life with-
out life. Saint Thomas the Apostle, ora pro nobis! 

Adapted from: Adapted from:  https://catholicinsight.com/
doubting-thomas-and-the-nature-of-faith/  

 As we know, Christ does appear 

to Thomas on the Octave of His Resur-
rection, and offers to have him place his 

hands and fingers in the wounds, declar-
ing to the him, as some translations have 

it:  Doubt no longer but believe, which in 
the original Greek is me ginou apistos, alla 

pistos, which other translations render do 
not be unbelieving, but believing.  Thomas 

did not so much reject, as at first refuse 
to accept, the fullness of faith.  The ap-

pearance of the Risen Christ was the 
beginning of this perfect faith of the 

Apostle in the resurrection, the defining 
hallmark and principle of our Christian 

belief. 
 Thomas responds to Christ’s 
invitation by making that simple declara-

tion of faith echoed by Christians 
throughout the ages: My Lord and My 

God, and there is a pious tradition that 
we repeat those words sotto voce as we  

http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/blessed-john-henry-newman-explains-faith-doubts-and-difficulties
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/blessed-john-henry-newman-explains-faith-doubts-and-difficulties
https://catholicinsight.com/doubting-thomas-and-the-nature-of-faith/
https://catholicinsight.com/doubting-thomas-and-the-nature-of-faith/

